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ABOUT BASS FESTIVAL AND HOW TO APPLY
The application will help you explain to us 

· what your idea is, 

· why it should be in the festival 

· how you want us to help you make it happen

We also need to know 

· how much it will cost 

· how you will manage and make it happen

· when you need to do the work

What you want to do must take place no later than the last day of the festival although some build up can take place before the festival starts
BASS Festival will take place from June 14th – 30th 2013.

BASS Festival (British Arts and Street Sounds) is the UK’s only month long celebration of Black Music and Art. Every summer BASS Festival, offers Birmingham a phenomenal line up of events, new music, dance, gigs, exhibitions, master classes, showcases, club nights, theatre, seminar and film.
For more details of the festival please visit the Punch Website www.punch-records.co.uk
1. Theme

Every year the BASS has a programming theme to festival events to help develop a united and progressive narrative throughout the festival programme. Previous themes have included:

This year BASS Festival is looking for ideas for music, dance, spoken word, fashion, visual arts and theatre. Punch is looking for artists with a real passion to create exciting new work that challenges, engages and builds audiences. 

2012
JAMAICA
2011
Revolution

2009
Inspired by Africa and Africans

2008
The Five Elements Hip Hop

The theme for 2013 is SOUL
SOUL - the music and its origins is this year’s theme. Whether exploring its roots in gospel, the personal and community struggles that it is often part of or the great contemporary Neo Soul movement we are looking forward to some great ideas for events and shows coming in to the festival in 2013. Ideas could be about Soul Gospel; theatre about the Heart and Soul of a community, or cutting edge new soul music; dance could take a look back at the great age of Soul all dayers, or an exhibition focussed on the British soul legends. The possibilities are endless but your idea for the festival MUST link to the theme of SOUL
2. Commissions

BASS welcomes applications from any digital form (film, audio, visual etc) but will favour those that have a bias towards urban or black forms of expression or content.

We are looking for fresh, original, exciting, challenging and innovative work that hits one or more of the festival aims. It may be a completely new project or an exciting extension of your current practice. We want you to use the commissions as an opportunity to explore those ideas you wouldn’t normally see as viable.  

Check our website for examples of previous work we have presented
Commission awards will go up to £1000. In recent years we have had a lot more ideas supplied than we can include in the festival. For this reason we cannot commit to supporting all applications as they come in. Please complete the basic budget outline to give us an idea of how you will manage your finances. These commissions are intended as artistic ventures rather than commercial money making incentives. 
Events are held predominantly in the Midlands region. They are produced in a range of contrasting venues from universities, museums, galleries, bars to public spaces. This approach ensures that a huge cross section of the region's communities have unrivalled exposure and easy access to the festival.

3. Punch Support

 In addition to financial backing, Punch can offer you support for your venture this can include 

· Initial guidance and continued support meetings
· Profile at festival launch event
· PR and marketing support (print and online)

· A full page coverage of your project in the BASS brochure (40k national print run)

· Potential coverage in the BASS documentary with interview
· Access to partners in venues, development and creative companies etc.
This will be discussed with those offered the commission fees at the time that the offer is made. There will also be an evaluation and overall commission de-brief 
4. Responsibility

The overall responsibility for the commission is with the person or group awarded in regards concept, project management and contents, audience building and delivery. 
If you are successful you will need to agree to a set of rules and agree to do a number of things including helping with marketing and coming up with a timetable of when you will do what you are planning to do, including any preparation.
You will be responsible for supplying pictures and press release to us for marketing the event in addition to your own marketing work
Deadline:
Thursday 14th March 2013
Decision:
End of March 2013
Please email your submission to Waqar@punch-records.co.uk
Please ensure you complete the application form and budget in full. Incomplete applications will NOT be accepted and late applications will not be accepted.
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